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Dear partner, dear friend,

To begin this n e w s l e t t e r , the MPA team wishes you all the best
for the new year 2024.
May it bring hope, peace and joy.
Collectively, we want to continue to build the resilience that
embodies the Fair Ecological Transition.
Let's create connections, between ourselves and with the elements
around us. Let's work on our spiritualities, whatever they may be, to
bring about change.
Let's share our expertise and knowledge. 
Let's raise our voices.

It is together, and with our communities, that we will be able to
cultivate the resilience that will enable us to absorb the
environmental, social and political shocks of the present and the
future.

This resilience will enable us to offer new, positive and desirable
solutions.

Here you'll find news about the MPA collective, current projects and
links that can nourish our reflections.

The highlight of 2024 will undoubtedly be the Assembly of
Stakeholders (APP) in May. We are looking forward to this opportunity
to get together and share ideas.
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« A wide range
of achievements,
to be developed,

consolidated
and

disseminated. »

Lat in America regional  dynamic :  Meet ing in Ayacucho -  PERU
43 part ic ipants ,  inc luding 9 farmers and indigenous people f rom the communit ies
involved in the act ion-research process on common goods ,  were in Ayacucho (Peru)
for  the MPA Regional  Assembly on Fair  Ecologica l  Transi t ion.  This  provided an
opportuni ty  to give a higher prof i le  to the local  in i t ia t ives to promote a Fair
Ecologica l  Transi t ion ini t ia ted by the partners (v ia  a  f ie ld v is i t  to  the community of
Cul luchaca)  and to work together  to p lan the work for  the 2nd phase of  the MPA,
ident i fy ing avenues for  advocacy and communicat ion.  The Assembly a lso sought  to
strengthen the contr ibut ion of  the regional  dynamic to the g lobal  dynamic .  The
part ic ipat ion of  the Lat in American regional  coordinator  of  CCFD- Terre Sol idaire 's
TAPSA programme (Farmers '  Agroecologica l  Transi t ion for  Food Sovereignty )
opened doors to the possibi l i ty  of  col laborat ion mechanisms between our
respect ive programmes.  At  the same t ime ,  a  seminar  was held at  the Univers idad
Nacional  San Cris tóbal  de Huamanga on farmer seeds in the context  of  c l imate
change.

Agroecology programme in the Sahel: : webinars on Farmers' Seeds (FS)
The Regional Agroecoloy programme in the Sahel held a series of webinars
on farmers' seeds to gain a better understanding of the issue.
The 1st session took place in April and focused on farmers' seed systems (FSS). A presentation on the importance of FSS in
agroecology ( Anne Dena, Jardins d'Hambe) was followed by an update on FSS legislation in Africa (Famara Diediou from
the African Alliance for Food Sovereignty). A number of key points emerged, such as the need to bring farmers together
around a seed cooperative, the need to enhance the value of Farmer’s seeds grown by elders, and 
the need for Farmer’s seeds to be governed by the farming community.

In May, participants from Asia and Latin America were able to enrich the session on FS management
 by sharing their experiences of seed selection, conservation and protection (Father Aloysus, 
CARITAS Myanmar). In Brazil, strategies to defend seeds are also at work (Luiza Damigo, ASPTA
 and Miriane, Triunfo collective), while in Bangladesh, communities are mobilising around seed houses (Arook Toppo,
Caritas Bangladesh). The importance of agroecology in FS management was also highlighted, particularly in Kenya (Kevin
Kokou, Jesuit Justice and Ecology Network).

In June, a session on policies and actions for seeds: Sahar Meddeb from t h e Tunisian Permaculture Association presented
awarenessraising and advocacy practices for the protection of FSs. Ibrahim Diori, an activist and member of AFSA,
presented a legal offensive against farmers' rights to their seeds in West Africa. Alimata Traore, President of the
Convergence des Femmes Rurales pour la Souveraineté Alimentaire (COFERSA) in Mali, gave her views on the law and the
importance of advocacy work. A roadmap was then drawn up with the participants.
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« Cities join the
MPA»

Regional  dynamics on Susta inable and Inc lusive Ci t ies

On 20th December 2023 ,  the f i rs t  regional  workshop on
Sustainable and Inc lusive Ci t ies  in Asia  was held onl ine ,  in  the
presence of  Car i tas  Bangladesh ,  Sahmakum Teang Tnaut  (STT)  and
Indo-Global  Socia l  Service Society ( IGSSS) .  This  discussion forum
provided an opportuni ty  to address ,  the urgent  need to put  in
place adaptat ion strategies to reduce the r isk caused by the
intensi f icat ion of  natura l  d isasters  in urban areas ,  and thus bet ter
manage the displacement of  communit ies .  In  part icular ,  the issues
of  property r ights ,  decent  housing and access to basic  services
have emerged.  Al l  these issues are l inked to the urban typology of
c i t ies ,  where informal i ty  is  not  yet  suf f ic ient ly  taken into account
at  inst i tut ional  level .  The partners s tressed the growing need for
part ic ipatory and inc lusive urban governance ,  based on pol ic ies
that  take greater  account  of  the interests  of  the most  vulnerable
sect ions of  the populat ion.  A second workshop is  p lanned for  Asia
at  the end of  June 2024 .

Tranche 2  of  the MPA began in October 2023 ,  and was marked by this  new urban sect ion with the integrat ion
of  two new projects :

"Satat  Shehar -  Promoting Susta inable and Resi l ient  Ci t ies "  in  India ,  implemented by IGSSS ,  a ims to promote
ci ty
resi l ience through people- led act ions for  smart  and c l imate-smart  urban development at  local ,  c i ty ,  s tate and
nat ional  levels .  IGSSS plans to bui ld the capaci ty  of  5  c iv i l  society networks and support  them to engage and
col laborate wi th s tate agencies and departments for  susta inable and resi l ient  c i t ies .

"NIRAPAD NAGAR:  Promoting Safe ,  Inc lusive and Susta inable c i t ies " ,  implemented by Car i tas  Bangladesh in
Dhaka ,  has 3  main strands :  capaci ty  bui ld ing for  local  people to increase resi l ience;  community mobi l isat ion
through
the act ivat ion and react ivat ion of  exis t ing groups ;  and partnership bui ld ing and col laborat ion with var ious
publ ic  and
private s takeholders .
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Research point
On 28th of   September ,  our  research partner  GEMDEV organised a seminar  on Agroecology and TEJ ,  br inging
together  researchers and partners  f rom the MPA.  At  the seminar ,  researchers Marie de Lat t re Gasquet  and
Fatma Zahra Rostom shared a number of  lessons learned f rom prospect ive s tudies on the potent ia l  for
t ransformat ion of  agroecology.

Publ icat ion of  the study on environmental  migrat ion

On Tuesday 26th of  September ,  the Cl imate Academy in Par is
launched the publ icat ion of  the study on environmental  migrat ion
carr ied out  by the Internat ional  Advocacy Uni t  of  Secours
Cathol ique.

The conference-debate was open to the general  publ ic .  Inst i tut ional
p layers ,  pol i t ica l  decis ion-makers and French and internat ional
organisat ions were a lso invi ted .  A tota l  of  95 people registered ,  and
around 80 turned up.

The a im of  this  conference-debate was to disseminate the resul ts  of
the study ,  h ighl ight  the partners ,  ra ise awareness of  the ramif ied
impacts  of  environmental  degradat ion on the communit ies  af fected ,
and of  the needs that  have been ident i f ied .  To do this ,  the 3
partners in the study (OKUP Bangladesh ,  Car i tas  Senegal  and a non-
MPA partner  in Honduras ) ,  Cather ine Withol  de Wenden ,  and
Camil le  Sarazin (a  journal is t  specia l is ing in environmental  issues )
moderated a panel  d iscussion.
Véronique Devise ,  president  of  SCCF gave an introductory speech.

Link to the study here

This  was fo l lowed by two sessions on the work carr ied
out  by IRAM ( Inst i tute of  Research and Appl icat ion of
Developpement Methods)  and i ts  Sahel ian partners ,  as
wel l  as  ACLO (Bol iv ia )  and Car i tas  Bangladesh on
transi t ion t ra jector ies in their  terr i tor ies .  Dur ing the
last  sess ion ,  AgroPar isTech shared the ini t ia l  resul ts  of
i ts  work ( in  Brazi l ,  Senegal  and Bol iv ia )  on the role of
agro-ecology in the t ransformat ion of  fami ly  farming
and i ts  increasing integrat ion into markets .

The fo l lowing day ,  a t  a  second session of  the Scient i f ic
Committee (SC) ,  the ini t ia l  resul ts  of  the capi ta l isat ion
work in progress and the work on the publ icat ion of
the Environmental  Migrat ion study were discussed.
The Scient i f ic  Committee approved the presentat ion of
a secon research-act ion project  and drew up a l is t  of
potent ia l  topics  for  discussion and study ,  which were
submit ted for  f ina l  se lect ion to the Strategic
Committee in October .
 

Link to the recording of  the day ,  access wi th
the fo l lowing code:  71  Je@ gt@

https://www.secours-catholique.org/m-informer/publications/libres-de-partir-libres-de-rester-proteger-les-droits-humains-dans-le
https://univ-paris8.zoom.us/rec/share/rspbixIeOWqHD6fUhbCjfDhucXXZtM30kmPNcudYdEGt-cu9XGlCcFwxJnQ1Fh2o.LYrVS_3_Hb2392V0?startTime=1695885873000
https://univ-paris8.zoom.us/rec/share/rspbixIeOWqHD6fUhbCjfDhucXXZtM30kmPNcudYdEGt-cu9XGlCcFwxJnQ1Fh2o.LYrVS_3_Hb2392V0?startTime=1695885873000


"A week to discuss
our shared vision

of a Fair Ecological
Transition".
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Second Stakeholders' Meeting
As announced in the previous Newsletter, the next CPP Stakeholders'
Meeting will take place from 27 to 31 May 2024.
It will be held in Lourdes, at the Cité Saint Pierre , the home o f Secours
Catholique Caritas France, an inspiring place for reflection and meetings.

The main objective of this second Assembly is to continue building our shared vision of a Fair Ecological
Transition.
A preparatory committee is working on this event, and we're counting on you to contribute. The week will be
organised around 3 main events:

a common thread running around the construction of our shared vision, with a large place left to times of
debates and spirituality
a place to share the experiences of partners and communities, to debate these experiences and what brings
us together in these experiences and which can be translated into joint advocacy initiatives

   Four major themes will be explored:
The common goods1.
Agro-ecology2.
Territories (with a focus on indigenous peoples) 3.
Urban-rural relations 4.

time to work on the levers for change towards the transition we want to see (strenghtening of powzer to act ,
gender awareness, learning, etc.)



Website, communication and knowledge sharing
A number of issues in our programme revolve around communication:

To be visible, to change scale, and also to recognise ourselves as part of the same community, it's important
t o have our own visual identity.
To share our knowledge, our productions, studies, capitalisations and news, and provoke exchanges - we
need a shared space where we can store and disseminate this information.
We also need to showcase the successful, inspiring experiments, the new stories t h a t will form the basis
of the paradigm shift we are calling for,

Progress on the website

New to the MPA team are two volunteers, Delphine and Kurt, who are working on the website . It will serve both
as a showcase for the MPA and as a knowledge-sharing space for all partners.
A great deal of work is underway in terms of monitoring the service provider and updating the site with all the
information.
We hope to be able to launch the site at the Stakeholders' Meeting in May.

Programme name

MPA (or CPP in French) is an acronym that corresponds to the system used by our main donor, AFD. But it is
difficult for us to recognise ourselves behind this acronym. Furthermore, "Transition Ecologique Juste" or Fair
(or Just) Ecological Transition is a long name that is difficult to use as a programme name. That's why we're
proposing two alternatives, and would like to hear your feedback.

Choice 1: Résilience en commun - Resiliencia en común - Resilience in common

Choice 2 : Communautés résilientes - Communidades resilientes - Resilient communities

Choice 3 : Révolution Ecologique - Revolución Ecológica - Ecological Revolution
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Inspiration from partners

Our partner Caritas Colombia has done
a remarkable job on its visual identity,
which is shared here.

The Agroecology in the Sahel Programme has also produced a series of videos to present the
programme. You can find them here:

the global presentation video, which puts networking at the heart of its actions
actions on the ground in Niger on farmers' seeds
in Senegal on the tomato sector
and Togo on complementarity between agriculture, livestock farming and agroforestry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjovxzDqjLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsu9uYzjPyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsvkVyuGSUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgihmCGHMcQ


MPA and around
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"An ecosystem for
enrichment and

dialogue”

PAGE 04

NATIONAL SESSION 2023 ON DIGNIFIED ACCESS TO SUSTAINABLE ,  HIGH-QUALITY FOOD
From 10 to 13  October 2023 ,  the network on digni f ied access to susta inable ,  h igh-qual i ty  food met in the
Héraul t  region of  France to meet ,  share a  common vis ion and move forward with i ts  pro jects .
38 SCCF delegat ions and directorates represented ,  140 part ic ipants ,  workshops to exper iment  in sub-groups
with act iv i t ies  on the theme of  food:  inspir ing v is i ts  around the wor ld of  agr icul ture ,  peasant  sol idar i ty  and
the development of  empowerment ;  "open discussions"  to move forward on our pro jects  and ask ourselves
what  quest ions we should be working on and discussing with others? There wi l l  a lso be plenary sessions
where we can get  together  and share a  common vis ion of  d igni f ied access to food ,  here and e lsewhere .  The
video present ing the meet ing is  avai lable .
This  workshop saw the part ic ipat ion of  two people f rom Cari tas  Brazi l ,  Graça Ramos and Kei la  Maraes ,  to
share our knowledge and exper ience on food issues -  and ,  because Car i tas  Brazi l  has a  part icular  focus both
on the issues of  food sovereignty and peasant  s t ruggles -  and therefore the pol i t ica l  d imension of  food -
and a lso on the l ink between ecosystems ,  food and spir i tua l i ty .

On the road to FOSPA in June 2024 in Bol iv ia
The next  FOSPA (Pan-Amazonian Socia l  Forum) is  expected to at t ract  the part ic ipat ion of  severa l  thousand
people and over  100 organisat ions .  The main topics  to be discussed wi l l  be
i )  Sani tat ion ,  t i t l ing and autonomy in indigenous terr i tor ies
i )  Respect  for  the r ights  of  indigenous peoples ;
i )  Cl imate and water  emergency;
iv )  Amazonia :  nei ther  mining nor mercury ;  a l ternat ives to extract iv ism;
v )  Aboriginal  women as a  source of  change
Severa l  Lat in American members of  the CPP wi l l  be present ,  as  members of  nat ional  FOSPAs.  This  1 1 th
FOSPA wi l l  be focus on proposals  for  a l ternat ive models .  Af ter  decades of  denouncing the ravages they
have suf fered ,  the Amazonian peoples and their  a l l ies  want  to show that  other  solut ions exis t  and that  i t ' s
not  too la te !  #  FOSPABol iv ia  2024 # Défenseduterr i to ire#

FORM' ACTION ON SUSTAINABLE LAND MANAGEMENT IN
MAURITANIA
In ear ly  February 2024 ,  Car i tas  Mauri tania is  organis ing a t ra ining
of  t ra iners  course run by CARI  (Center  for  Inetrnat ional  Act ion and
Achievement )  on susta inable land management .  This  wi l l  be an
opportuni ty  to invi te  two representat ives of  the PAES ,  in  order  to
disseminate what  has been learned under the programme.  The
opportuni ty  wi l l  a lso be taken to v is i t  the Car i tas  Mauri tania f ie ld
projects  that  have just  entered the MPA.

From 29 November to 13  December ,  Secours Cathol ique was present  at  COP 28 to make i ts  case for
greater  c l imate just ice .  Now i t ' s  t ime to take stock!
At  COP 28 in Dubai ,  c iv i l  society f rom al l  over  the wor ld used i ts  col lect ive power to put  the spot l ight  on
the end of  foss i l  fuels .  Mobi l isat ions throughout  the year  and in the corr idors of  the COP resul ted in
countr ies  agreeing on the t ransi t ion away f rom fossi l  fuels .  However ,  despi te  a  s t rong pol i t ica l  s ignal ,  the
lack of  resources is  compounded by dangerous technologica l  gambles that  are taking us fur ther  away f rom a
rapid ,  fa i r  and equi table exi t  f rom fossi l  fuels .
Nevertheless ,  i t  is  important  to recognise the major  s tep forward in c l imate f inancing with the
operat ional isat ion of  the Fund to f inance loss and damage caused by the ef fects  of  c l imate change ,  marking
the culminat ion of  30 years  of  re lent less s truggle by developing countr ies .  However ,  the amount of  the f i rs t
one-of f  contr ibut ions remains der isory in re lat ion to the needs of  vulnerable countr ies  to cope with the
most  severe impacts  of  c l imate change.
We wi l l  cont inue to make our voice heard at  COP 29 to demand fa i r  c l imate pol ic ies .

COP 28 :  A F IRST STEP TOWARDS THE END OF FOSSIL FUELS. . .

https://vimeo.com/lpfab/review/892156645/a63b36aeba
https://vimeo.com/lpfab/review/892156645/a63b36aeba
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nIKQR7PMnpcJiURPu6vTT8lGY3lbvsiQ/view
https://www.forosocialpanamazonico.com/
https://www.cariassociation.org/fr/


Reflections on carbon offsetting
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Since the star t  of  the Israel i  a t tack on Palest ine in October 2023 ,  c iv i l ians in Gaza have been facing
ser ious humanitar ian problems as a  resul t  of  heavy Israel i  a i r  s t r ikes .  At  least  23 ,084 Pa lest inian c iv i l ians
have been ki l led by the Israel i  occupying forces in Gaza ,  70% of  them chi ldren and women.  58 ,926 people
have been in jured and 85% of  the populat ion has been forc ib ly  displaced and is  on the br ink of  s tarvat ion.
Severa l  thousand people are s t i l l  under the rubble .  Al l  th is  has led to a  very di f f icul t  humanitar ian cr is is ,
as  wel l  as  a  di f f icul t  economic s i tuat ion where most  people have no jobs and are s truggl ing to f ind food.
I t  should be noted that  women are part icular ly  targeted and af fected by the at tacks ,  both in Gaza and in
the West  Bank.
TAM's  CPP project  is  exper iencing di f f icul t ies  mainly due to the blockade and the deter iorat ion of  the
economic s i tuat ion in the West  Bank.  Indeed ,  the benef ic iar ies  are deeply af fected by the s i tuat ion and
people are mainly focused on f inding employment and means of  subsis tence.  As a  resul t ,  the
implementat ion of  certa in act iv i t ies  (workshops ,  economic empowerment in i t ia t ives ,  advocacy campaigns
and ra is ing awareness of  socia l  and environmental  issues )  is  very di f f icul t .  However ,  th is  context  has
enabled some of  our  women benef ic iar ies  to take on leadership ro les and jo in TAM to f ind a way to
implement our pro jects  in a  meaningful  way.
We need the Israel i  aggression to end ,  because this  is  the worst  humanitar ian cr is is  in our his tory .

What our partners have to say - TAM in Palestine

Secours Cathol ique ,  CCFD and the Just ice and Peace Commission
have publ ished a report  on carbon of fset t ing .
Carbon of fset t ing is  increasingly being used by var ious p layers
to f inance af forestat ion projects  in developing countr ies  in order
to 'absorb '  the emissions generated by their  act iv i t ies .  Many
mult inat ional  companies lease or  buy tens of  thousands of
hectares of  fer t i le ,  nour ishing land with the a im of  "of fset t ing"
some of  the greenhouse gas emissions generated by their
act iv i t ies .  This  can be done direct ly  or indirect ly  by buying  
carbon credi ts .
But  at  a  t ime of  c l imate urgency ,  th is  pract ice is  controvers ia l  not
only because i t  is  inef fect ive ,  but  a lso because i t  detracts  f rom
the ef for ts  needed to drast ica l ly  reduce greenhouse gas
emissions .  This  fa lse solut ion removes responsibi l i ty  f rom those
who use i t .  Above a l l ,  the increase in demand for  land for  t ree
plantat ions carr ies  wi th i t  the danger of  an increased f
inanciar isat ion of  nature ,  going hand in hand with a
monopol isat ion of  large swathes of  terr i tory to the detr iment  of
local  populat ions ,  their  l i festy les and their  abi l i ty  to produce
theirs .

ht tps : / /www.secours-cathol ique.org/m-informer/publ icat ions/ la-
compensat ion-carbone-au-pr ix-des-droi ts -humains

https://www.secours-catholique.org/m-informer/publications/la-compensation-carbone-au-prix-des-droits-humains
https://www.secours-catholique.org/m-informer/publications/la-compensation-carbone-au-prix-des-droits-humains
https://www.secours-catholique.org/m-informer/publications/la-compensation-carbone-au-prix-des-droits-humains

